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not the international search report (see Art. 19 PCT). 
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• In case of a total of more than 2 inventions found: when paying please specif y 
exactly which claims should be searched. 

• An extension of the set time limit cannot be granted. 

Payment by cheque: 

• The date to be considered as the date on which the payment is made isthe date 
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1. As in the past the payment of any additional fee may be made under protest i.e. 
accompanied by a reasoned statement to the effect that the international 
application complies with the requirement of unity of invention or that the amount 
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2. After due receipt of the payment of the additional search fee(s) under protest (i.e. 
within one month from the date of the invitation), the EPO will, prior to 
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additional fees to an internal review. The result of this review wilt be communicated 
to the applicant. 

3. The fee for examination of the protest (Rule 40.2(e) PCT) is payable within one 
month from the date of the invitation to pay additional fees (Rule 40.1(iii) PCT). 
However, in order to allow the applicant to consider the result of the internal 
review, the applicant may pay the protest fee within one month from the date of 
notification of the result of the review. 

4. Should the applicant wish to maintain his protest in light of the review he must pay 
the protest fee within one month from the date of notification of the result of the 
internal review, in which case the protest will be referred to the Board of Appeal. 
Should the Board of Appeal find that the protest was entirely justified, the protest 
fee shall be refunded. 

5. In the event of the applicant already having paid the protest fee before notification 
of the result of the review, the protest will be referred to the Board of Appeaf 
unless the result of the internal review was that the protest was entirely justified 
or the applicant indicates within one month from the date of notification of the 
result of the review that he does not wish to continue the protest. In both cases, 
the protest fee will be refunded. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-20,23-43,49-65 

A system for treating urinary incontinence comprising an 
apparatus and an appl icator coupled to said apparatus for 
facilitating insertion of the apparatus into the vagina; the 
apparatus comprises a node, a support section attached to 
the node and adapted for providing urethral support and an 
anchoring section attached to said apparatus opposite the 
support section and adapted for resisting movement of said 
apparatus. 

2. claims: 21-22,44 

A method for preserving shelf live and performance 
characteristics of a urinary incontinence treating device 

3. claims: 45-48 

An apparatus for treating urinary incontinence comprising: a 
plurality of rods, each characterised by a proximal section, 
a midsection and a distal section; an anchor base and a 
support base adapted to engage and retain each rod at the 
proximal section and midsection respectively; and an 
expansion mechanism comprising a hub and a spoke for each 
rod wherein each spoke is adapted at each end thereof to 
engage and retain a distal section of a rod and the hub is 
adapted to contact a neck of the support base 

The first group of claims intends to define an apparatus to be inserted 
inside the vagina for treating urinary incontinence that is not large, 
uncomfortable and intrusive avoiding causing irritation or soreness of 
the vagina. To distend the vaginal wall, the defined apparatus needs to 
be flexible to allow it to extend into at least two of the three planar 
subsections that define the nominal curvature of the vagina. An 
associated applicator avoiding the need of a doctor to place the 
apparatus is also defined. 

The second group of claims intends to define a method and an 
applicator for preserving shelf live and performance characteristics of a 
urinary incontinence treating device. It seems that the method and the 
applicator could be applied to any apparatus to treat female urinary 
incontinence. Moreover, it seems that keeping at least a support section 
of the device in a substantially un-compressed state preserves its shelf 
life and performance characteristics. 

The third group of claims defines an apparatus provided with an 
expansion mechanism. Apparently the expansion mechanism enables the 
defined apparatus to better adapt to the morphology of the vagina. 

These three groups of claims do not seem not to define the same 
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technical features, in fact, no correspondence (they are neither the same 
nor similar) between the defined technical features is envisaged. 
Moreover, each of them seem to intend to solve different problems. In 
conclusion, they do not appear to show a common inventive concept. 

This Search Authority consequently invites the applicant to pay two 
(2) extra search fees before all the inventions in the present 
application can be searched. 
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Annex to Form PCT71SA/206 
COMMUNICATION RELATING TO THE RESULTS 
OF THE PARTIAL INTERNATIONAL SEARCH 
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1 The present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Form PCT/IS A/206). It shows the 
results of the international search established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos.: 



OTI jsee 'Invitation to .pay additional fees!, ll( 

2,This communication is not the international search report which will 



be established according to Article 1 8 and Rule 43, 



3. If the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such in the international search report. 

4. If the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 
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"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

,J E" earlier document but published on or after the International 
filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which Is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as spec Ff led) 

"O 11 document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P 11 document published prior to the International filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



"T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
dted to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance: the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 

cannot be considered to Involve an Inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

"&." document member of the same patent family 
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